
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
application of 



• v.^. -j ; i. 01 
Kazuki HONDA et al 

MaUStop: ACCOUNTING DIVISION 
Serial No. 10/523,694 REFUND BRANCH 

Filed February 3, 2005 .a- ~ . 

Attorney Docket No. 2005 0064A 



SUSPENSION AND ELECTRO- ACOUSTIC TRANSDUCER USING 



THE SAME 



REQUEST FOR REFUND RECEIVED 

Commissioner for Patents OIPE/1AP 

P.O. Box 1450 .... fl _, nnc 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 7 

Sir: 

Applicant request . reftnd of $I00 in view of „ ^ ^ ^ 

No.23-0975 „„ Februa^ ,4, 2005. The cording fee eode indicate the charge was in 
connection ,o PCT National Stage Examination fee, The charge is incorrect. 

Enclosed is a copy of pages 5054- 5055 from Federal Register, Vol.70. No.20 dated 
Fehr^ary , 2005. Please refer to the htterim Rn,e regarding Revision of Search and Examination 
Fees for PCT Applications Entering ,„e Naliona, Stage In me United Slate. The rnle designate 

s». uoo (S2 oo for . sma „ mm ifm interm , imal Mrck repon m ^ interMimai • • c 

appteay to h., prepared ani ispmided ,„ lhe 0}rKe ^ laKr ^ iime ^ 

71, Tf " " MS * e iMen,a "'° na ' -* ">° n « ™ - «» — *» 
ha, the Search fee was paid. Thns. when the above-identified appficanon was filed. a„ proper 

fees were paid. Therefore, i, can he assumed ma, me i„,erim ru,e waa no, properly apphed y 
those persons with access to charge onr Deposit Account. 

Carol BidweH in the Off.ce of PCT Legal, has heen contacted regarding this matter. A 
hs, of apphcanons in which the same error has occurred has been provided to her office and she 
has mformed ns ma, notation has been given ,„ me proper PTO emp.oyces «o prevent 
additional erroneous charges. 



Since this eiror was the result of PTO ove™ «*♦ , • 

or s,oo ,o fc deposie account of rjr ; by re,uest a prom «" 

w.uum 01 tne undersigned, no. 23-0975. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kazuki HONDA et al. 




CRW/ker 

WENDEROTH, LIND & PONACK I r P 
2033 K Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 

Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
March 8, 2005 



Charles R. Watts 
Registration No. 33,142 
Attorney for Applicants 



2005_0064A 



-2- 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

37 CFR Part 1 

(Docket No.; 2005-P-052J 

RIN 0651-ABB4 

Fees for Patent Cooperation Treaty 

^S.°K l,S .F , lI er,n9 ,he N »tlonal 
Stage In the United states 

agency: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. Commerce. 
ACTION: Interim rule. 



SUMMARY: Among other changes to 
patent and trademark fees, the 

(Consolidated Appropriations Act), 
splits the national fee for Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) applications 
entering the national stage into a 
separate national fee. search fee and 

?nn mm ^ n fee ' durin S fiscaJ years 
2005 and 2006. The Office is in this 
notice reducing the search fee and 
examination fee for certain PCT 

The Office has implemented the 
changes to the patent fees provided in 

a sen^^f d A PP«>P»*tions A* in 
a separate final rule. 

DATES: Effective Date: February 1 200s 

Applicability Date: The changes in 
this interim role apply t 0 all 
international applications entering the 
wh^ n l St t g9 . Under35 US C a^Tfor 

JS U.S.C. 41 Is paid on or after 
December 8, 2004. 

Comment Deadline Date: To be 
ensured of consideration, written 
comments must be received on or before 
Apnl 4. 2005. No public hearing will & 

addresses: Comments should be sent 

addressed to: Mail Stop Commenta- 
gatents. Commissioner for Patents P Q 
Box 1450. Alexandria. VA iuTifef 
or by facsimile to (571) 273-7735 
B^K a 1116 L a "ention of Robert W. 
f "^-.Although comments may be 
submitted by mail or facsimile, the 

TaZF receiva ^nunents via 
die Internet. If comments are submitted 
by mail, the Office prefers that the 
comments be submitted on a DOS 

Comments may also be sent by 
electronic mail message over the 
Internet via the Federal eRulemakiiig 



2i?! t^* 6 Federal Rulemaking 
Portal Web site (http:// * 

^^reguiations.gov) for additional 
mstructions on providing comments via 
theFederal eRufemaking Portal. 

1 tie comments will be available for 
public inspection at the Office of the 
Commissioner for Patents, located in 

X^T^^l^^ 00 ^ m Dulanjr 

available through anonymous file 
transfer protocol (ftp) via the Internet 
(address: http://www.uspto.gov) 
Because comments will be made 

available for public inspection, 
information that is not desired to be 
- made public, such as an address or 
phone number, should not be included 
in tne comments. 

R°"™ n ™ E " '"FORMATION CONTACT: 
Offl^ t l^- Senior Patent Attorney. 
£££ f ^.Deputy Commissioner for 
atfe? f^S?1 P0U ^ h * telephone 

,i*c^ n, i s , sion ^ for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, or bv 

S« S r l6 « ° i5 l 1] 273 " 7735 ' marked o 7 
the attention of Robert W. Bahr 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 

Consolidated Appropriations Act 
(section flOl of Division B) provides that 

frf^i : , 41 i a . ,< ^ and W ^all be 
administered in a manner that revises 

Patent application fees (35 U.S.C 4ifaH 

maJn . t j na ? Ce f ees 05 U.s'c 
«Ht>JJ. and provides for a separate filine 

£ofus c*.? 4, < a)) - 

tee (35 U.S.C. 41(d)(1)), and 
examination fee (35 U.S.C. 41(a)(3)) 
during fiscal years 2005 and 2006. See 

ESS tk W i 08 ^ 47 ' 118 s «. 2809 
(2004). The Consolidated 

sn^&F'T Act provides a f ee of 
5500.00 for the search of the national 

stage of each international application 

(Section 803(c)(1) of Division B) and la 

fee of $200.00 for the examination^ "he 

national s tage of each international 

application (35 U.S.C. 41(a)(3)(D)) 

« A c S 5 al years 2003 ^ 2006. 
35U.S.C. 376 provides that: "ftlhe 
Director may also refund any part of the 
search fee, the national fee, the 
preliminary examination fee "and any 
additional fees, where he determined 

LL5.C 376(b). Under the authority 
provided in 35 U.S.C. 376: (1) The 
Office will refund the entire search fee 
ess $100.00 ($50.00 for small 
if the search fee as set forth in 

!n k* 4 - 5 ^ K2) a . nd (a)(3) has °een paid 
on tiie international appUcation to the 
United States Patent iid Trademark 
OBlce as an International Searching 
Authority for all of the claimVpresfnted 
m the application entering the national 
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stage; and (2) the Office will refund 
$100.00 ($50 00 for small entities) if an 
international search report on the 
international application has been 
prepared and is provided to the Office 
no later than the time at which the 
search fee is paid in addition, under the 
^my.Provided in 35 US.C. 376, the 
Office will refund the entire L 

!^ na J-.° n fee , ,ess 5100 00 (*50.00 for 
small entities) if an international 

preliminary exaniination report on the 
mternahonal application prepared by 
tiie United States International 

f W ,k ^ fining Authority states 
that the catena of novelty, inventive 
step I (non-obviousness), and industrial 

Srtttn?' 35 dafined in ^ 

3311) to (4) have been satisfied for all of 
tne claims presented in the application 
entering the national stage. " cauon 

Discussion of Specific Rules 
Tide 37 of the Code of Federal 

ftdw' 1 ons ' Part " amended 35 

fJlll 0 " '^j*' Section 1.492(b) sets 
forth the search fees for an international 

application entering the national stase 
under 35 U.S.C. 371. Section 1.492$ i s 
amend ed to provide that: (1) The search 
.fee -for an international -application ...... 

entering the national stage under 35 

entitvi JfC $10 Vr° ($5 ° 00 for a sn >all 

i VA, » 8earch fee as set forth in 
§§ 1.445(a)(2) and (a)(3) has been pam 

UnitV^ rna o° ,laI a PP lica ti°n tothe 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office as an International Searching 
Authority for all of the claims printed 

steS S Cati0D Ft 0 ** » a netionLl 
stage, (2) the search fee for an 

international application entering the 
national stage under 35 US C 371 i« 
$400.00 ($200.00 for a smal entity) f an 
international search report on the 
international application has been 
prepared and is provided to the Office 
no later than the time at which the 
search fee i 8 pai d; and (3) ^ 

for an international application entering 
the national stage under 35 US C 371 

» $500.00 ($250.00 for a small entity, in 
all other situations. y ' 

--. Section .l,492fc).se.ts forth the 
examination fee for an iAtemationai 
application entering the national stace 
under 35 U.S.C. 371. Section 1.492(c) is 
amended to provide that (1) The 
examination fee for an international 
application entering the national staoe 
under 35 U.S.C. 371 is $100 .00 (isofo 
for a small entity), if an international 
preliminary examination report on the 
mternational appUcation prepared by 
tiie United States International 
Preliminary Examining Authority states 
that the criteria of novelty, inventive 
step (non-obviousness), and industrial 
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5054 Federal Reri^/v^i ^ , 

^_ 'Tuesday, Febr uary 

^ss^iissss^ ^^^Sr AM t . n - 

of the claims presentee *" a " g»'> Pa «-t and TradSL sSS^^5£? for *• «Wi-d 
^S r^^^^MUonalstaBe- 2.H S . mce . reduced search fees jMSEJJr Traden >ari Office, 
and (2) the examination fee for 2 nd exan »naUon fees specified in Notwithstanding any other provision 

international applicXn » £^ the Si*"*!.-? « « SSS3 by the " ?* ,tod t0 53 

national stage under 35 U S C 371 t. ^ Ce on ^ bas »s °f the Office's „ T. * / pereon be object to a 

$200.00 ($100.00 for finuK i" authority under 35 U S C anShw^i. pe » a,ty fc)r fai,ure to comply with a 

all other situation! 8ma11 ,n £?» the authority in Sdscitt' Sf?*" ° f infonna «°» Sffitto fl» 

Stown Section 1.40$ is thirty-day advance publication ° f fte Pa P e ™rk 

S?4« e , d t0 its fences to requirement of 35 U.S.C. 41(g) does not S£?T A ? m ? ,ess * at "Hecdon of 

§ 1-492 to reflect the changes in § 1.492. searchfiel^d SS^^T " va «° 

Rule Making Considerations J^te^inS,,^) °^ confrol number. 

Administrative Procedure Act- Accordingly thecWo • *. * J **of Subjects in 37 CFR Part 1 

Pursuant to its authority under 35 mterim nR^^^Z Admi„i strative pracHce and 

n fl fi;r 6W '^°^^"d«edthe P riorno ^and y o7p 0rt Sfa P 40 M- ffT'^^of 

Sf i k6S SBt forth in § 1492 to less comment under 5 U S^is^I) P '^ b , ,, ? Uon ' Inv «"tions end patents 

than the amount specified in 3S US C or thirty-day advL™ nnKit ^ 8nd ^ p ° rtm « Md recordkeeping ' 

* ; rights and obligatio ™" 5 U.sZ ssjd) S r°? Und * Tr™ 118 ' SmaI1 "^Lsies. 

Hooditrr cha ? fied - t» oo« s ^"WS^SX-iS; • ° ^^01^0^ £ 

good cause to implement thic f«« nntiro ^xwuay Act: As prior preamble 37 CFR nor* * • , 

5assx? astasssss!- 

£-^|t Sp^» sMstsaas- 

, I ^«ta..wiil»«,ta5£; fc ' &H,lT™?T Wop ° Uc '' s, " l,h ° 2 :^ cem '-"""^Mb, 

ssSs^ga-A'". rSWfesssa? sssj p -^*"N««'wS«i- 

. szets^sgp =3^MS5sa , « W*.;.-;--^ 

«»a?sr,ssr— asrasassSt, 
ssssttrSEaT ■rCsasaES: ^r^^^^T™ 1 

therefrom. In addition the Ofl£f "'"^n requirements C aw subiect JV U ^ e search *» as set forth in 

KsSBtsSSr- S=^«S5Sts?aS S»*=w«L 

. 53?&mk2£L r=~2S53sa£ 

fees. Moreover, the Offi™. A« mu ° n involved in this interim ml« h** vl Bv a sma *I entity ffi 1 2 7r*., 7 

believe the p«C£ft£ to " ^ Weda "° previoSy ap^ b " . * «h» a iffif 2ft «« 

Nothmg n this or any other law f^TJJ^' o3ScS5t2 ^ rnat , lonal application entering the 

requires delayed impIementpHrm „#• .•. Le « al Administration Uniterf <!tf f national stage under 35 I iTroSS ^ L 

S t ^oZ 3 5uffii^t e sr A T dT r em ^^pS e Box ^r^*^^5Sfii 

that- {n]o fee established byie "^'Alexandria. VA 22313^1450 ort„ De ™mher 8, 2004: V t0re 

.. . . 10 235, Washington, DC 20503, States Int emational Prelimin ary 

.-.-.....„„. Jamming Authority states that the 

■*"**- \. - . ..... . „ 
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Federal **u., VcL g No , W/Ta ^ Mmm , 

s^SsSrss- asjsa? 
ta'^ssssssr 6 * s ce "" w "- u »«™" u "'""- ^stassfia^, 

* * * * * onApTa 2S06 ' GXpireS ,m P lemented onApril3,2005,and 
- - 3. Section 1.496 is amended by . . FOR FURTHER CNFORMATON CONTACT S^X!'^'^ ^ 

-s.g paragraphs to read Jfoilows: D ™)^ 

§ 1.496 Examination of International D °™M T.Uigasse@usps.gov. will be allowed to expire, made 

application* In the national stage. supplementary information: On Permanent, or extended in some way 

* * * * * January 11, 2005, following the . Accordingly, the Postal Service 

a sta ge application filed ^commended decision of the Postal nGreb y ado P te tbe following regulations 

under 35 U.S.C. 371 may have paid ** te Commission issued on December ? n m [ nierim basis - Although exempt 

therein the examination fee as set forth 3.°' 2004 ' Governors of the Postal from ^ notic e and Minment 
m & 1.492(c)(1) if it contains, or is Service approved a provisional requirements of the Administrative 

amended to contain, at the time of entry £™ s * fi ? ltion for repositionable notes ? oce , d ™ e < 5 U -S.C 410 (a)), the 

into the national stage, only claims (RPIS P« lt * important to note that this J?* 1 Service invite s comments on the 

winch have been indicated in an provisional classification does not following revisions to the Domestic Mail 

mternational preliminary examination °* the current rate eligibility if 8 ™ 8 !' inc <»Porated by reference in 

report prepared by the United States standards for discount First-Class Mail *e Code of Feder *l Regulations. See 39 

Patent and Trademark Office as md Standard Mail letters. CFR Part ill. 

sau'sfying the criteria of PCT Article The current standards allow mailo™ ri«» A rc..wj . . 

33(1) through (4) as to novel* to place RPNs on nSSSt!m£S otS " b 1«** * 39 CFR Part 111 

inventive step and industrial Standard Mail letter-size mailpieces Administrative Practice and 

applicability. Such national stage claimed at automation rates at no Procedure, Postal Service. 

2?- tTi^"^ 016 ^mination addi «onal charge. This provisional PART 1 1 i_rA».=...^ 

fee as set forth in § 1.492(c)(1) has been class.ficatum applies a fee to the use of ^ T 1 1 WAMENOED] 

paid may be amended subsequent to the md expands the current standards „Tk.„„v . . 

date of entry into the national stage only *? al,ow on all letter-size and Xt V* ™ eau *;? nt y cl «««on for 39 CFR 

to the extent necessary to eliminate * si « ^P^es maUed at discount First P continues toread as follows: 

objections as to form or to cancel ?ass Mail. Standard Mail, or ' ' " ' Authority!- U.S.G. 552(a); :39 u.S C 101 

rejected claims. Such national stage Periodicals rates. 403 > «°4. 414. 3001-3011, 3261I3219 

applications in which the examination To be eligible, RPNs attached to 34 °3-3406. 3621, 3626. 5001. 

™m" *n f^,™ § 1 - 492 fc)(D has been d ' s count First-Class Mail, Standard ■ 2 - Revis ° «he following sections of the 

paid will be taken up out of order. Ma « l - f Periodicals rate pieces must Domestic Mail Manual (D MM) as set 

Dated: Januaiy 24, 2005 m standards for RPNs in this ortn helow: 

/ouW.Dudas. ' interim rule. RPNs must: c Character f 

iSSS^S^^ *~ZpE£?™*'« «00 .utomation-Compatih.eMail 

WM m »M M 31 -05.8«aml . Not be manually affixed. ... 

===—-— .* fle ad hered with a V. inch (plus y 4 C810 Letters and Cards 

—=====———— mch or minus V„ inch) adhesive strip . . . . . 
POSTAL SERVICE f" 0 "™ 6 ,0 P portion on the reverse 

, a „ M „ side of the note. 7.0 REPOSITIONABLE NOTES 

39 CFR Part 111 . * Not be placed in a manner that ro ^„ 

,nte f feres w '«h the delivery address rate TUt^l C810,7 and aM ^sections. 

Reposltlonable Notes on Letter and markings, or postage. "ess, rate This mU be moved to the G900 section 

Flat Sized Mailpieces • Not display a specific address or 1^1- change this service to an 

AGENCY: Postal Service Code. References to general experiment ] 

action- lntJ£l . landmarks are permissible. * * * 

^^ nmni19 - _ . JtSg*"* *• P^ical standards G General Information 

SUMMARY: The Postal Service is L ^ aboVe " 1119 Written and graphic- =v « -„- -™ ™ - 

implementing an experimenta" characteristics of the informaUon * * ' : ' " - - 

classification, Repositionable Notes ZSSH^ 0 " TO, 8 "* considered when GOOO The USPS and Mai] in 2 

(RPNs), as a one-year provisional service £SEi"?2? ^j"* °f mailpieces Standards 

al owing mailers to attach a reu^abhT Sdfrd M^^ ^ 30,1 profit ..... 

self-adhesive message note to the ihiSEr^. ~ 

outside envelope or paper cover of nt«L a . # posta * e £or 1118 host 0040 fn/ormotfon flesourees 

piece, the rates for RPNs are as follows: 
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